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Unit Title: How-to Read and Write Nonfiction 

 

Unit Designers: Grade 1 Team 

 

Level(s): Grade 1 

 

Time Span: 7-8 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

Summary of Unit:   

In this unit students will be immersed in nonfiction reading, writing, speaking and listening.  

They will learn some of the unique features of the genre to improve nonfiction reading 

comprehension and writing skills.  Each student will write a “How-to” (or procedural) text and 

will explore “All About” (informational) writing through creating whole class books.   Through 

reading instruction students will observe, analyze and identify text features that authors include 

to make the information more accessible to the reader.  

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 

MLR 

Reading 

A.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students read texts within a grade appropriate span of text 

complexity, and apply their knowledge and strategies of comprehension, vocabulary, alphabetics, 

and fluency. 

a.  Use comprehension strategies to understand texts within a grade appropriate span of 

 text complexity.  

d.  Read fluently and accurately with appropriate pacing and expressing.  

 

A.2. Literary Texts:  Students read fiction, nonfiction, drama and poetry, within a grade 

appropriate span of text complexity. 

b.  Students retell the sequence of events and include essential details.  

c.  Students will be able to answer questions about information found directly in the text.  

 

A.3. Informational Texts:  Students read informational texts, within a grade appropriate span on 

text complexity, for different purposes. 

a.  Ask and answer relevant questions.  

b.  Restate facts from the text.  

c.  Follow one and two step written directions.  

 

 

 

LISBON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

UNIT DESIGN OUTLINE 

 

LISBON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

INSTRUCTIONAL UNIT DESIGN OUTLINE 
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Common Core Reading Standards 

RL.1.5:  Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give 

information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 

RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

RI.1.2: Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

RI.1.3: Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information 

in a text. 

RI.1.4: Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases 

in a text. 

RI.1.5: Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 

RI.1.6: Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 

information provided by the words in a text. 

RI.1.7: Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 

RI.1.9: Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in 

illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

RI.1.10: With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade  

 

MLR 

Writing  

B.1. Interconnected Elements:  Students use a writing process to communicate their ideas.  

a.  Select a focus for writing and develop an idea, including a beginning, middle and end. 

b.  Respond to clarifying questions and suggested revisions.  

B.5. Practical Application:  Students convey simple needs in writing.  

c.  Students will write one and two step directions for completing a simple task. 

 

Common Core Writing Standards 

W.1.2: Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

W.1.6: With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

W.1.7:  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” 

books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

W.1.8: With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 

information from provided sources to answer a question.   

 

MLR 

Research 

C.1. Research:  Students answer research questions by gathering information from print and 

nonprint sources. 

b.  Collect information for a specific purpose. 

c.  Organize findings  

 

Common Core Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL.1.5:  Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 
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Knowledge: 

 Distinguish between a fiction and nonfiction book 

 Understand what a fact is 

Skills: 

 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 

 With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 

 With prompting and support, describe the connection between tow individuals, events, 

ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 

 Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page of a book. 

 Name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role of each in presenting the idas 

or information in a text. 

 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the text 

in which they appear (e.g., what person, place, thing, or idea in the text an illustration 

depicts). 

 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two 

texts on the same topic. 

 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 

 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory 

texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about 

the topic 

 With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 Participate in shared research and writing projects 

 With guidance and support form adults recall information from experiences or gather 

information from provided sources to answer a question. 

 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional 

detail. 

 Follow oral one and two step directions 

 Write simple sentences 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Texts are organized differently depending on their purpose.  

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 How do the features of a nonfiction text help me gather information? 

 How are nonfiction and fiction writing different? 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 Knowledge: 

 Understand the difference between fiction and nonfiction (procedural and informational) 

writing 

 Understand how non-fiction features help you quickly locate facts 

 Skills: 

 Locate the glossary, headings, table of contents, captions, illustrations, index and labels 

in a nonfiction text.  
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 Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give 

information, drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types 

 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text 

 Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text 

 Describe the connection between tow individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information 

in a text. 

 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases 

in a text. 

 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables or contents, glossaries, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text. 

 Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas. 

 Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in 

illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

 With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” 

books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 

information from provided sources to answer a question. 

 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 

thoughts, and feelings. 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings? 

 Running records (nonfiction) 

 Independently rrite a “How-to” book (procedural text) 

 Write whole class “All About” books (informational text) that may include All About 

First Grade, All About Maine (integrated with social studies geography unit) 

 Nonfiction notebooks 

 Checklist assessment on nonfiction features 

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  

 HOOK:  Free exploration of a variety of nonfiction books  

 Using the “Workshop” format:  Mini lessons (using multiple texts and big books) of the 

following features of nonfiction:  glossary, headings, table of contents, captions, 

illustrations, index, and labels.  Each feature will be added to students’ independent 

“nonfiction notebook” as it is learned.  Students will illustrate each feature and match it 

with its definition.   At the end of each session, students share their work with the class.   

 Review previously learned features daily. 

 Within small guided reading groups, students practice fluency, comprehension and 

decoding skills with teacher support and direction with nonfiction texts.   

 Guided reading lessons in appropriately leveled nonfiction texts. 

 Students find nonfiction features independently in a variety of classroom library books 
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 Writing independently “How-to” (procedural) and whole class “All About” 

(informational) books that may include All About First Grade and All About Maine 

(integrated with social studies geography unit) (see Lucy Calkins Unit 6: Nonfiction 

Writing: Procedures and Reports  

 

Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 Publish All-About Books 

 Independent study of nonfiction features not specifically taught 

 Conduct research and create a presentation of findings 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement? 

 LCD projector and internet to locate nonfiction text features 

 Digital camera for pictures in how-to book 

 Computer Programs (Publisher, Kidspiration) 

 Topic research on computers 

 

Instructional Resources: 

 Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Primary Writing (Unit 6: Nonfiction Writing: Procedures 

and Reports) 

 A large variety of nonfiction texts, including texts at reading level of students and read 

alouds, big books, library books, etc.  

 Nonfiction notebooks (can be made or purchased) 

 Writing paper (Lucy Calkins CD Rom which accompanies the units) 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

Non-Fiction Text Features Checklist 

How- To Book 


